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Madam President, 

The Plurinational State of Bolivia accepted several recommendations at the last UPR in 2019 on the 

issues of violence against women, children and adolescents, the protection of human rights defenders 

and the prevention of human trafficking and smuggling1. However, we are concerned that sexual violence 

against women continues despite the existence of norms such as the Political Constitution of the State 

and specific laws to protect women from all forms of violence. In 2020, 113 feminicides were registered 

and so far in 2021, 24 feminicides have been registered. The four bodies of women found in the Chapare 

with signs of physical violence and indications of possible sexual aggression caused consternation. These 

events are allegedly linked to drug trafficking. Children and adolescents have also raised their voices to 

warn about trafficking and smuggling2.  

Regarding the situation of human rights defenders, to date the Government of Bolivia has not adopted 

effective measures to protect their rights and physical integrity, making them vulnerable to legal and 

police persecution. Likewise, in the peripheral and rural communities where the government has a 

minimal presence, there are leaders threatened by criminal groups involved in illegal activities such as 

logging, mining, drug trafficking, among others. 

We therefore demand that the government adopt effective measures to guarantee human rights defenders 

the protection of their lives and the exercise of their right to freedom of expression.  

We also ask the government to investigate with transparency the cases of violence against women, 

children and adolescents and to adopt measures to bring the perpetrators to justice. 

Thank you  

 
1 Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review, A/HRC/43/7, recommendations of Montenegro, 

Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Spain, Australia, Belgium, Finland, Iceland, Chile, Sweden, Czech Republic, Qatar, Republic 

of Moldova, Kenya, Paraguay, Slovakia, Tunisia, Ukraine, Belarus, Cambodia, Chile, Philippines, Ecuador, Gabon, Iraq, 

Italy, Malaysia, Canada, Austria, Singapore, Switzerland, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Bahamas, Peru, Costa Rica 

Haiti, Indonesia Ireland, Luxembourg, Maldives, Myanmar and Nepal, paras. 115. 50 - 115.52, 115.69 -115.75, 115.82, 115.86 

- 115.100, 115.108, 115.174, 115.175, 115.181, 115.182, 115.184-115.186, 115.188- 115.194 y 115.196- 115.202.  
2 Report on children's rights in Bolivia Listen to our voice 2020 (p.13) 
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